[Metastasis of medullary plasmocytoma as the cause of acute cholecystitis].
A 66-year-old man was found to have a medullary plasmocytoma the year before admission, after sustaining a pathological fracture of the femur. During treatment for sciatica his general condition deteriorated and he developed abdominal pain. Laboratory tests suggested a septic process. The clinical and sonographic findings and computed tomography suggested an acute cholecystitis. A cholecystectomy was performed. Microscopic examination revealed metastatic infiltration of the gall bladder by a medullary plasmocytoma. Secondary tumours of the gallbladder considered are thought to be rare. Since 1863 only 95 cases have been reported. The case discussed here is only the second one in which the metastatic tumor was a medullary plasmocytoma. But a search for published and confirmed cases indicates that secondary tumors of the gall bladder are not so rare. Metastatic tumors of the gall bladder should be kept in mind in the differential diagnosis of acute cholecystitis, especially in patients with an advanced primary tumor.